
Le Poste 2008

Wine advocate
90 points : A brilliant effort regardless of vintage conditions, the 2008 Cotes du Rhone Le Poste (100%
Clairette) reveals floral, chalky-like notes as well as a medium-bodied, crisp, zesty personality. Displaying
plenty of intensity and elegance, it, too, should be drunk over the next year.

When I first met Louis Barruol a number of years ago, it was apparent that he had no shortage of
competence, passion, or talent, so it is extremely satisfying to write the following reviews, which confirm the
young Barruol as one of the superstars of the Rhone Valley. Even his work with what are considered to be
“minor” wines from the Cotes du Rhone and his non-vintage solera system Little James is nothing short of
exceptional. He has also performed well above expectations in the more challenging vintage of 2008,
generally a disappointing year in Gigondas, but not in these cellars. Barruol’s two cuvees of 2008 white
wines are not to be missed (2008 is a much better vintage for white grapes than it was for reds). Barruol
was not discouraged from making his four cuvees of Gigondas in 2008. As he said, it was a question of
picking very late, doing a severe culling in the vineyard, and later, another triage once the grapes came into
the winery. His success is evident with the following four wines, all sold under the Chateau Saint-Cosme
label. While Barruol decided not to make a Valbelle in 2008, three single vineyard offerings were produced.
Louis Barruol and I agree that his finest wines to date are his five cuvees of 2007 Gigondas.

Château de Saint Cosme - www.saintcosme.com
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